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Radical Proposals for Banking Stability

10 There is a sense, especially in the world of academia, that the p Q&l\;\
framework of regulation may simply not be up to the job of e ing
banking stability. — T T Ram Mohan

Future of People Living in Coastal Areas
12 India is one of the most vulnerable countries and suffers from
climate crisis. People living along the shoreline are in jeopardy be

extreme weather events. Hence, an appropriate policy support is necessary to
build climate resilience. — Tuli Bakshi

An Effective Data Protection Regulator

17 One of the proposals of the revised Data Protection Bill is a data protection
authority—a cross-sectoral regulator that will significantly influence the
Indian regulatory landscape. Against the backdrop of these developments,
the appropriate regulatory design is drawn out keeping in mind essential
questions of India’s existing regulatory capacity. — Bilal Mohamed

Sustainable Development Goals: A Road Map for the

North-eastern States

22 The article notes that the north-eastern states have taken many initiatives to
implement and localise the Sustainable Development Goals. But achieving
the targets requires a multipronged approach, concerted and coordinated
efforts, and focus on sectors where the region has inherent advantages.
—Inder Jit Singh

The NEP 2020 and Future of Masters Programmesin
Management Education

29 The higher education institutions offering degree or postgraduate diploma in
management programmes are segmented into three tiers. The daunting
questions and scaling of the mid-tier institutions are the focus of this
critical article. — Sai Sailaja Bharatam, K Narendranath Menon

The Edtech Leviathan

36 Examining the implications of the tie-up between Google and Bysu’s, in the
context of the commercialisation of education and the increasing concentration
of power with monopolistic corporations, it is argued that private platforms
in the unregulated edtech sector are incentivised to prioritise growth above all
else, and their programmes are sharply opposed to the socially transformative
aims of education. — Gurumurthy Kasinathan, Amshuman Dasarathy

Surviving Debt and Survival Debt in Times of Lockdown

41 What are the consequences of the covip-19 lockdown on household debt?
Drawing on the quantitative and qualitative data collected in rural Tamil Nadu,
this paper highlights the massive risks of financial fragility. — Isabelle Guérin,
Sébastien Michiels, Arnaud Natal, Christophe Jalil Nordman &
Govindan Venkatasubramanian

Fiscal Transfers for Forest Cover

50 The national government has paid an annual forest grant to the states
since 2005. Here, a model is constructed to show why it has not prevented a
decline in cover in highly forested states over 2007-2019, while a rise is seen
in states with low initial cover. — Indira Rajaraman, Manish Gupta

Impact of National Lockdown on Rural Household’s Income

58 The unprecedented shutdown of economic activities led to a colossal loss of
livelihoods. To understand the impact of this national lockdown on rural
households’ income, this paper empirically examines the determinants of
reduction in their income and the effectiveness of the government’s response

in mitigating their economic hardships. — Vinay K Sonkar, Seema Bathla &
Anjani Kumar
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Should We Abolish the Minimum Wage? A Response

1o While heated debates persist in developed countries regarding the
continuation of the minimum wage laws, they still remain popular around
the world. Unemployment concerns around the minimum wage fade away
when the monopsony nature of the labour market is taken into consideration.
— Dhruv Goel

The (Repealed) Union Contract Farming Act, 2020

13 The rationale and the implications of the now repealed Union Contract
Farming Act of 2020 for farmers are the focus of this article. — Sukhpal Singh

Hub-and-spoke Cartels

17 The current approach adopted by the judicial bodies in dealing with
hub-and-spoke conspiracies is evaluated and compared with the development
of the jurisprudence in foreign jurisdictions. — Eeshan Mohapatra

The Second Wave of COVID-19 and Beyond: Rural Healthcare

21 Sustainable long- and short-term measures are suggested to efficiently de
strategies to control the pandemic and strengthen the health system in
— Sigamani Panneer, Lekha D Bhat, Louis Rice & Komali Kanta

Indian Forests %
| 25 A comprehensive indicator-based monitoring framework from a »fé/
multidimensional perspective to unlock the full potential of the Indian fo
sector is argued for. — Aaheli Chaki, Bhaskar Sinha, Jigyasa Bisaria &
Pankaj Srivastava

Missing Children in India: Prevalence and Contexts

28 This article affirms the need for contextualising the issue of missing children
within the larger discourse of child vulnerability, marginalisation, and
child protection. — Mohua Nigudkar

Loss of Job, Work, and Income in the Time of COVID-19

37 The counter-intuitive nature of the results of the Periodic Labour Force
Survey 2019-20 is unravelled by arguing thatin a situation of exogenous shock,
such as the covip-19 pandemic, the poor and vulnerable working people will
be forced to engage in some kind of economic activity for sustaining their
livelihood during a year, if not instantly. — K P Kannan, Mohd Imran Khan

Governing Sacred Groves

42 Based on extensive fieldwork in Jharkhand, this paper argues that sacred groves
have evolved to be dynamic spaces of multilevel institutional interactions and
contestations. Their conservation is contingent on the intersectional dynamics
of indigenous, state, and institutional processes. — Mukul Sharma

Portability in the Public Distribution System

5o To address the issue of monopolistic inefficiency in the public distribution
system, several state governments in India have started implementing a novel
intervention called portability. This intervention offers beneficiaries the
choice of when and where they can avail of their food entitlements while the
government controls what and how much. — Maya Ganesh, Rakesh Allu,
Sarang Deo & Sripad Devalkar

Agricultural Transformation or Compromising Food Security

58  Aresponse to the paper “Water and Agricultural Transformation in India: A
Symbiotic Relationship—I” by Mihir Shah, P S Vijayshankar, and Francesca Harris
(EPw, 17 July 2021) argues that the solutions proposed in the paper will not
revolutionise India’s agriculture sector. — Chris J Perry, M Dinesh Kumar

Postscript

63 Bijaya Biswal on how book clubs are spaces where the privileged sometimes
come to feel less guilty about their power; Lina Bose on the lightmen of
Chandannagar being the custodians of a dying, neglected heritage; a poem
by Aswin Vijayan; and Last Lines by Ponnappa.
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